CITY OF GOLDENDALE

GOLDENDALE, WASHINGTON

COUNCIL MEETING

November 17, 2008

Mayor Pro-Tem Gary Hoctor called the regular session of the Goldendale City Council to order on Monday, November 17, 2008 at 7:00 PM.

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL:

MAYOR PRO-TEM:


Gary Hoctor

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:


Joe Abbott


Mike Montanye

Mable Eaton


Steve Johnston


Tom Cuff

STAFF PRESENT:


Keith Grundei, Public Works Director


Rick Johnson, Public Safety Director


Larry Bellamy, City Administrator
Tracy Hansen, City Clerk

Cora Heid, Community Development Assistant
A motion by Councilmember Johnston, seconded by Councilmember Montanye to excuse Councilmember Balcom as he is out of town.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING:


Revenue Sources for 2009 Budget:


Mayor Pro-Tem opened the public hearing on the 2009 Budget Revenue Sources at 7:03 PM.  Mr. Bellamy explained the estimated value of the energy plant could be reduced to as low as $80,000,000.  The final decision on this value will not be completed until December of 2008.  The resolution, however, assumes the value will remain the same, and that the maximum lawful levy is $953,000.  Based on what we know today the actual property taxes collected may be as low as $700,000.  This is, in part, covered by the new, brokered natural gas tax.


Transportation benefit district – vehicle tax:


It is our recommendation that the budget committee review the process for implementing a vehicle tax to create a “Transportation Benefit District” in order to help fund street improvements.  


There were no comments and no one appeared on the public hearing.  The Mayor Pro-Tem closed the 2009 budget revenue sources at 7:11 PM.


2009 Budget

Mayor Pro-Tem opened the public hearing on the 2009 Budget at 7:12 PM.  Mr. Bellamy said the preliminary budget totals about 8.8 million dollars, with $140,000 still needing to be eliminated in order to balance the budget.  Steve Johnston made mention about the ½ cent tax to be added into budget line 590 Roadways?   Mr. Dave McDermid, 404 E. Main; said city should look at cutting expenses in the police department and other areas rather than looking to build revenue through taxes and fees.  Gary Hoctor commented that the City of Goldendale is the only city in Klickitat County that has 24-hour police coverage.  Steve Johnston asked about budget line 31 Tourism -0-?  Larry Bellamy replied the tourism fund is not included in the budget and has its own special account, because of specific accounting and reporting requirements. The Mayor Pro-Tem closed the 2009 expense budget at 7:21 PM.


CDBG  East-Central Neighborhood Improvement Project

The City is in the process of submitting application for a community Development Block Grant to improve East-Central area of the City.  The intent of this project is to do a comprehensive upgrade to the neighborhood, encompassing all the city’s utility systems, streets, and sidewalks after Phase II of the 2009 East-Side Water project is completed in the East-Central area of the City.  

Fiscal Impact: The total project cost is estimated to be $2.6 million.  The proposed funding is as follows;

· 1 million 
CDBG

· .5 million
Rural Development

· .1 million
STP Funds

· .2 million 
REET Funds

· .8 million
GO Bond

Resolution to follow.  Mayor Pro-tem closed the public hearing at 7:28 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:
A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Cuff to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of claim warrants #26891 - 26923 in the amount of $48,489.56, and payroll warrants #28410 - 28459 in the amount of $95,994.46, for period ending 10/31/08.   Motion Carried Unanimously.

PRESENTATIONS:                    EDA Proposals for 2009



Central Klickitat County Parks and Recreation District – through Jennifer Smith, requested $11,300 for two projects; creating a youth activities coordinator to manage the youth soccer program for 2009, and to assist in repairs to the wading pool.  Mark Harris, outgoing soccer commissioner spoke in support.  Stating activities such as; youth soccer and the swimming pool facilities show visitors and the people living and looking to live here that Goldendale have great activities opportunities and City attractions.  Mike Dumott, supports Park and Recreation’s ongoing efforts to fund city activities.  Mike stated that if the Park and Recreation do not receive this funding it is most likely that the youth soccer program will not be able to happen.  There are 160 players, plus parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and siblings that are currently involved, which he feels will be lost without this crucial support.



Goldendale Fire Department – through Marty Hudson, Deputy Chief, requested $33,000 to replace old and expired Turn-out gear.  Rick Johnson, Safety Director, spoke in support that this is a fire-fighter safety issue.  This is equipment that is needed to fight fires safely.



Brighter Goldendale Christmas Committee – through Julie Vance, requested $14,970.50 to purchase additional lighted Candy Canes similar to the ones that are currently displayed during the holiday season and additional speakers for Main Street.



Goldendale Saturday Market Association – through Earlene Sullivan, requested $10,000 for advertising, two portable toilets, Highway 97 D.O.T. permits, portable generator/electrical costs, paid entertainment and two tables with umbrellas, chairs and miscellaneous contingencies.

Klickitat Valley Health – no show.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:



Public Safety Director Johnson

-- Fire Department



On Monday, November 10, 2008, the City Fire Department had a fire call at the Klickitat Valley Grain Growers silo.  The Fire Department and Police response time was very efficient.  It was discovered that three mauly-cocktails were tossed into the silo.  The arrest of the three individuals came three days later, which included admissions and evidence to the fact.


--Police Department



The Chief reported the Santa Cop program is being moved to the Fire Station.  Advertisements on the radio and in the newspaper will begin soon.

Public Works Director Grundei  

It was reported that Sno-tel site is up and running.  The Traffic Safety Committee met regarding the Allyn and Roosevelt intersection.  They decided that it needs to be a four-way stop.  Stop signs will be put in place along with traffic revision signs as soon as they are received.  East Side Water Project is finishing up with final clean ups.

COUNCIL BUSINESS:

Bond Counsel Services Agreement – Foster Pepper PLLC


A motion by Councilmember Johnston, seconded by Councilmember Montanye to authorize the Bond Counsel Services’ of Foster Pepper PLLC to perform bond counsel to the City of Goldendale.  Motion Carried 5-0.
RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution to Approve Application for the CDBG

A motion by Councilmember Johnston, seconded by Councilmember Montanye supporting Resolution No. 525 authorizing the City of Goldendale to submit application for CDBG Neighborhood Improvement Project.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


Resolution to Approve Tax Levy for 2009 Budget

A motion by Councilmember Johnston, seconded by Councilmember Montanye to adopt Resolution No. 526 authorizing a 1% Property Tax Levy Increase.

Health

REPORT OF MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR & COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Councilmember Cuff asked about the swimming pool update.  Larry Bellamy shared that the City just received a response letter from Yeadon today and will be faxing and copying the city attorney and others.  There will be a conference call after that to discuss further.

City Administrator reported that the RFP for tourism interviews will be facilitated by Carole Garner and interviews are scheduled for Tuesday, December 1, 2008 and out of those interviews recommendations to City Council will be submitted.
The City of Goldendale has given John Halm a June 30, 2009 deadline to complete the decorative block work near the Lutheran Church.

Councilmember Cuff asked about tourism money toward these project proposals. 

Councilmember Johnston discussed business license fee increase to go toward tourism expenses.  Larry Bellamy stated that the City needs to work with businesses to have a goal with the use of fees collected.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Julie Vance supported a business license fee increase.  She said that she has spoken to several people in support of the fee increase to have the extra money to go toward tourism.  Clerk-Treasurer, Tracy Hansen shared the strict accounting Washington State guidelines for tourism dollars collected and how they are tracked, accounted for and spent.


Julie Vance also asked about the dumping of snow in Ekone Park and how it would be nice if the city could keep Wilbur Avenue cleared of snow better, because of people spinning out on the ice that builds up.  Public Works Director, Keith Grundei reported that there would no snow dumping in Ekone Park this winter and snow shoveling is done on a first priority basis.  For example; a street with only two homes will come after a street with several homes.  


Pat Shamek commented on keeping track of event attendance is an insurance liability requirement.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The City Attorney was unable to be available for the executive session.  It has been moved to the December 1, 2008 meeting.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to adjourn the regular meeting of Council.  Motion Carried Unanimously.








____________________________








Gary Hoctor








Mayor Pro-Tem

Attest:

____________________________

Tracy Hansen

Clerk-Treasurer

