CITY OF GOLDENDALE

GOLDENDALE, WASHINGTON

EXECUTIVE SESSION PRECEDING

REGULAR MEETING

August 18, 2008

Mayor Arletta Parton called the executive session of the Goldendale City Council to order on Monday, July 7, 2008 at 6:00 PM for the purposes of personnel issues.  The meeting will not exceed one hour.

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL:

MAYOR:


Arletta Parton

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:


Joe Abbott


Mike Montanye


Gary Hoctor


Steve Johnston

Mable Eaton


Tom Cuff

STAFF PRESENT:


Keith Grundei, Public Works Director


Rick Johnson, Public Safety Director


Larry Bellamy, City Administrator
Tracy Hansen, City Clerk

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Hoctor to conclude the executive session at 6:52 p.m., with no decisions made or motions taken, and move into regular session of City Council.  Motion Carried Unanimously. 

Regular Meeting

A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to excuse Councilmember Balcom due to work commitments.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA:
A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of claim warrants 26563-26624 in the amount of $422957.39 and payroll warrants #28074-28130 in the amount of $104,626.02 for period ending 7/31/08.  Also, no minutes from the August 4th meeting are available for approval those minutes will be presented at the next meeting for approval.   Motion Carried Unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Six-Year Transportation Imp. Program

Mayor Arletta Parton opened the public hearing at 7:04.  Public Works Director Keith Grundei reviewed the planned improvements for the next six years.  The projects for listed for improvement in order of 1-4 are East Collins Phase II for road reconstruction; Railroad Avenue for asphalt overlay; Mill Street/Bloodgood Creek for reconstruction, curb & gutter, sidewalk & drainage, and bridge retrofit; lastly is Third Street for reconstruction, curb & gutter, sidewalk and drainage.

With no public comment, the public hearing closed at 7:10.

PRESENTATION:


Jim Link – Goldendale presented information on the Horseshoe Pits and activity surrounding the pits at Ekone Park.  He is concerned with the City’s position on overnight camping at Ekone Park and possible ordinance changes.  The Horseshoe Pitching Club he is involved with has 2-3 pitching tournaments yearly, as well as Tuesday night pitching at Ekone.  Mr. Link noted he is trying to involve the schools and townspeople in these weekly pitches and tournaments.  

Mr. Link reviewed how the Horseshoe Pits came to be through his efforts, donated labor and material from businesses around Goldendale, and further the City of Goldendale support 4-5 years ago.  In fact, he noted that Mayor Sigfrinius stipulated to agreements on the use of Ekone for Horseshoe events and that the $10.00 fee he charged to be turned over to the City.  Mr. Link assured Council he had been doing that.  He also assured Council that the participants of these events leave the park in good condition as it was found.  At this moment Mr. Link did thank Public Works Director Keith Grundei for the excellent condition the park has been in over the past 9 months, noting the condition is better than ever.

He requests that the City cooperate with him and work toward a solution that continues to allow events such as his in our parks.  Further that when the ordinance is reviewed that special events receive an exemption for overnight camping.


Terry Campbell – Goldendale presented a number of signed petitions he indicates attest to the citizens desire to have events continue in the City of Goldendale.  Mr. Campbell noted that this tense situation started because of a few timely placed words and then it doesn’t take much to have a problem occurring.  Mr. Campbell stated specifically to Mayor, Council and Mr. Bellamy that this debate didn’t start because of an interview and he believes Mr. Bellamy lied in his commentary and that the paper printed exactly what was said by Mayor Parton and when Mr. Bellamy claims her words were misconstrued that was also a lie.  Mr. Campbell believes it was reported exactly as stated and intended and commends the Sentinel for doing so.

Mr. Campbell believes Goldendale is coming to life for the first time in many years.  The car shows held by the GMA are very successful and to try and stop those is wrong.  It is his belief that without Lorraine the events won’t succeed.  It was his request that Council reconsider their stance on events in Goldendale.

At this point Councilmember Abbott spoke to all in attendance stating that this situation need not have occurred as the Goldendale City Council has never stated nor even had a meeting about not continuing events.  In fact, Councilmember Abbott noted he is a businessman in the community and although his particular business does not prosper during particular events, he believes them to be very important to Goldendale and he has not been a part of any meeting where not having the events was discussed.

Mayor Parton spoke to those in attendance that if they would like to comment on the presentations that were made they were welcome to however, the comments should be brief and on point.  Reminding everyone that a Public Comment period is set aside at the end of the agenda and speaking at both would be quite time consuming.


Andy Halm 2037 Chatfield Place Goldendale agreed with both Mr. Link and Mr. Campbell’s comments but wanted to make clear that comments made by Mayor Parton were stereotyping the youth of Goldendale.  He found all her comments to be disrespectful and further shared with everyone the fact that he wrote to her the letter that also appeared in the paper.  Mr. Halm said he was further disrespected when she brought her response to his place of employment.  He said “shame on you Mayor Parton you owe me an apology, publicly for all you have caused.”


Mark Sigfrinius 708 E Collins Goldendale presented information on his previous Mayoral terms with the City of Goldendale and the City’s efforts toward Economic Development.  The events were to be used as a means of bringing people to Goldendale that someone might see a possibility or have an interest in locating a business here.

Mr. Sigfrinius then asked Mayor Parton about her comment in the paper regarding “affordable housing” stating the comment bothered him and what exactly did she mean.  Mayor Parton responded the comment was just that – she would like to see more affordable family housing available in Goldendale.  

Mr. Sigfrinius then stated a lot of hard work has gone into these events, referenced the recent Bicycling event that was held at Ekone Park and talked about how it reflected on the City of Goldendale.  He believes funding needs to continue for tourism and the events that are held.


Jim Allyn 110 W McKinley Goldendale thanked previous speakers for input.  Mr. Allyn stated that for the first time in 20 years we have people coming to Goldendale.  If there are problems we need to take the personalities out of the situation and do the job…this is all BS.  We need to work toward bringing these events to Goldendale, we have a great venue, to say we don’t want it is a slap to those persons who have donated time and material and worked so hard to bring events to Goldendale.   He also stated that this is not about the people involved.  Whoever is doing the work for tourism and the City makes no difference, but the events must continue.


Jerry Ream 802 E Court Goldendale stated that although he is well known for “not liking anything” he believes this situation is pretty straightforward.  The community needs to decide what it wants to spend the funding it has on events or projects.  There isn’t always enough money to go around so first determine what the community, as a whole wants.  He personally would rather have streets fixed and decent water/sewer prices.  But those determinations need to be made it just isn’t always one way or another.


Kim Methe 129 W Main Goldendale said that the City has way too many problems that they create themselves.  Her store had a 30-40 percent increase in sales during the recent bike event.  She stated what the City really needs is training for the police.  They need sensitivity training the makes them aware of where things stand during special events.  If vehicles don’t have seatbelts because of the event they are participating in then the police need to “let go of seatbelt laws” for those participating.  She stated that the City must take a clear and concise stand.  Come on folks these events are one night a year how bad can it be, and the parks are left in better shape than they are found.  Ms. Methe then noted to the Public Works Director that the parks are in the worst shape they have been in for a long time.

Ms. Methe referenced Hotel/Motel tax dollars and questioned where those funds go and how used because the law dictates that not the City of Goldendale.  It is her belief that the City of Goldendale does not properly support the efforts made for events.

As to the Sentinel article, Ms. Methe made it clear that there was no misquoting, misstating, or anything else.  It is her belief that the Sentinel prints facts as given to them and the City of Goldendale is just trying to cover up what is really going.  She then stated that many of the City staff, because they don’t like her, doesn’t even shop in her store.  Further proving the City does not support its own.


Gaywood Paul 920 Post Street Goldendale said there is validity in both sides.  He feels the Chamber and Tourism Committee should be working together.  They should focus on cleaning up the town, keep it clean, and work together.


Tom Ireland Goldendale noted he donated 8 years to the Chamber and EDC and feels that this situation has set back the community as whole.  The City of Goldendale needs to work with others and create a happy, healthy community.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:



Public Safety Director Johnson

-- Fire Department


Chief Johnson stated he went and picked up the air system at Clackamas.  The police and fire departments will be present at the fair. 


--Police Department

Public Works Director Grundei  


East Side Water Project is progressing.  A few issues have arisen and change orders will be presented at the next Council meeting.

COUNCIL BUSINESS:

Hospital Rezone

City Administrator Larry Bellamy reviewed the Report, Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Recommendation from the recently held Public Hearing of the Planning Commission.


The council had concerns as to specific timelines.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Hoctor to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission with the modification that the rezone not be finalized until ownership of all lots and proof of timeline are presented.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to additionally required that the paving of the parking lot must be completed within 365 days from start date.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


Pullen Rezone

City Administrator Larry Bellamy reviewed the Report, Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Recommendation from the recently held Public Hearing of the Planning Commission.  

It was specifically noted that full build out on sidewalk would be 2 years however; Mr. Pullen made a request for 4 years to Council.  Also it was stated that the address name would need to be changed from Linda Lane, as one already exists within the County.

A motion by Councilmember Johnston, seconded by Councilmember Montanye to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission with modification of 3 year for full build out of sidewalks and that the documents be changed in regards to 23rd Street should be listed throughout as 21st Street.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


Capital Outlay – Spring Creek Ag

A request to fabricate five very sturdy carts was made by the Park and Rec Board.  The work was accomplished by Spring Creek Ag.  Cost for fabricating carts is $6,495.33.  The Pool committee recommends the City approve this request.

A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Montanye to approve the Capital Outlay request for the fabrication of five carts, payable to Spring Creek Ag in the amount of $6,495.33 and further approve manual warrant no. 26567.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


Capital Outlay – Hire Electric

Hire Electric was asked to hookup the main HVAC and standby system for the fabric dome cover.  This work is complete in an amount of $4890.08 however, light and exit sign work still needs to be completed in the amount of $2469.00.  The Pool Committee recommends the City approve this capital outlay request.

A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to approve the Capital Outlay request for the work done on the HVAC system, and the electrical for the light stands and the exit signs, payable to Hire Electric in the amount of $7359.08 and an additional $551.93 in tax.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS:

Six-Year Street Program
A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to adopt Resolution No. 521 which is the 2009-2014 Six Year Transportation Improvement Program.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

Health

REPORT OF MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR & COUNCILMEMBERS: 
City Administrator:  Mr. Bellamy referenced the ongoing easement situation with Mr. Halverson stating that a meeting would be set up this week for review of Relocation of Easement Agreement.   Comp Plan meeting is scheduled for August 25th, budget workshop is scheduled for August 26th, and a Citizen Review Board meeting is set for August 28th.

Councilmember Abbott: Thanked all those who attended and spoke at the meeting tonight and reiterated his earlier statement that he is in favor of events, as is the Council and that Mayor Parton had his support.

Councilmember Johnston: Concurred with Councilmember Abbott further stating that Council does not intend to stray from events, this has been blown way out of proportion, everyone needs to step back and take a breath as the City intends to hold ground.

Councilmember Cuff: Thanked everyone with his understanding that things like this are never easy but they are important.  He assured the community we are committed to keep going.  We haven’t started on the new budget, this hasn’t been discussed and it appears things got out of control, but we are listening.

Councilmember Eaton:  Stated she has heard all that has been said, and since she has not missed but one meeting due to illness, she knows we have never discussed eliminating events so how did this get started.

PUBLIC COMMENT:


Kim Ruthardt 129 W Main Goldendale said that it only takes one wrong word or one idea to have this kind of City attitude start.  Likewise she believes an apology is owed, publicly, to the citizens of Goldendale.  That one apology would go a long way toward soothing the anger of the citizens but it must come from Mayor Parton, it needs to be public.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to adjourn the regular meeting of Council.  Motion Carried Unanimously.








____________________________








Arletta Parton








Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Tracy Hansen

Clerk-Treasurer

