CITY OF GOLDENDALE

GOLDENDALE, WASHINGTON

EXECUTIVE SESSION PRECEDING

REGULAR MEETING

July 21, 2008

Mayor Arletta Parton called the executive session of the Goldendale City Council to order on Monday, July 7, 2008 at 6:00 PM for the purposes of potential litigation.  The meeting will not exceed one hour.

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL:

MAYOR:


Arletta Parton

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:


Joe Abbott


Mike Montanye


Gary Hoctor


Jerry Balcom


Steve Johnston

Tom Cuff


Mable Eaton

STAFF PRESENT:


Keith Grundei, Public Works Director


Rick Johnson, Public Safety Director


Larry Bellamy, City Administrator
Tracy Hansen, City Clerk

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to conclude the executive session at 6:52 p.m., with no decisions made or motions taken, and move into regular session of City Council.  Motion Carried Unanimously. 

Regular Meeting

CONSENT AGENDA:
A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of the minutes of the regular council meeting of July 7, 2008; special meeting minutes of July 10, 2008 and claims warrants 26469-26521 in the amount of $32,482.65; payroll warrants #27877-27934 in the amount of $59,757.72 for period ending 6/15/08; payroll warrants #27935-28013 in the amount of  $97,297.58 for payroll dated 6/20/08.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

PRESENTATION:


Mary Canatsey, USRD  - Ms. Canatsey was present to review the funding package being utilized by the City to fund the current water/sewer improvements as well as refinancing existing debt.  She reviewed the total package with council (copies of information on file with original packet) and answered any questions.  The total funding package terms include project costs of $3,822.939.00; refinancing debt totaling $972,939.00; a term of 40 years with an interest rate of 3.625%; and finally, an annual payment of $349,846.00.  The annual payment is  less by $55,004.00 then if the City received just the loan and did not refinance existing debt.


Jeff Teal, KVH – Mr. Teal reviewed with Council the letter sent to the City regarding status of the Life flight landing location situation.  A number of options are being explored which include moving the Tupper Medical Building, rezoning of hospital owned lots, and purchasing property from the Imrie Estate.  All of which should have a conclusion or decision by mid-August, and the hospital will report back with information and/or decisions made.


Councilmember Johnston felt this issue needed to be pursued with greater determination by the hospital to have resolution as the problem has continued for far too long.


Hospital Board member Ron Ihrig spoke to Council noting the funding packages that were being worked on and requesting support of the Council on EDA funding.


Lorraine Reynolds – GEP  - Ms. Reynolds spoke to Council regarding a property use application on behalf of “Ride Around Washington.”  She reviewed the request noting the group wished to camp in Ekone Park without charge.  The permit made three additional requests.  They are as follows: dump “gray” water from the shower unit onto the drier portions of the park lawns, have electrical service, and ability to purchase bulk water from the City.  Administration felt the purchase of bulk water  and electrical service was fine, however has denied the request for dumping of “gray” water.


Mayor Parton spoke to Council and Lorraine noting that although prior to her election to office, this type of request had been granted without benefit of Council approval, she believes it necessary for Council to review such requests as the City Ordinance does NOT allow overnight camping with or without charge, in our parks.  Councilmember Montanye spoke out noting he does not agree with our parks being used for overnight camping.  His concern is not just the financial aspect but the repairs necessary when large groups camp on the lawns, use electrical and water/sewer services, and don’t take care of the site.  It then becomes the responsibility of our Public Works Department to repair and cleanup everything.  Councilmember Cuff felt the City had set a precedent and had no problem with the situation. 


Questions from others arose as to the timing of the request and RAW’s belief that this was already approved.  Lorraine noted she thought the request had been put through and upon learning it had not been, submitted it late.  When asked what would happen if the permit was denied Lorraine said she would pay any costs associated with relocating the group to another site.


At this point, Council discussed with administration the three requests specific to the permit approval and how their recommendations came about.

A motion by Councilmember Abbott, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to approve the request by “Ride Around Washington” group to overnight camp at Ekone Park the night of Wednesday, August 6, 2008 and to ratify the recommendation(s) regarding the three additional requests.  Motion Carried with 6 Council voting for and 1 voting against.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:



Public Safety Director Johnson

-- Fire Department


A “mock scene” of a gas line leak was staged and included City of Goldendale Fire Department, Rural 7, Centerville Fire, and local Law Enforcement agencies.  This scene was used as a training tool and things seemed to go well.  The car wash for the injured firefighter was a success and raised approx. $1500.00. 


--Police Department


The department is using the new reporting system and 132 cases were reported since last Council.  Officer Dominic Mutch has turned in his notice.  He will begin employment with Chelan County on August 1, 2008.  Testing for a replacement officer will be in September. 

Public Works Director Grundei  


East Side Water Project will begin this week.  The City has an issue on “buckling” sidewalks.  This is happening in different locations on the newer sidewalks that are used daily for walking paths.  The reason for this is that applicable sidewalk construction standards were not followed.  The City will repair as necessary.

COUNCIL BUSINESS:
Maryhill Rental Payment

A request was made by Volcanic Promotions to pay them the funds approved by the City for support of the IGSA event to be held on the Maryhill Loops.  Concerns by Administration prompted review of this request by the State Auditors Office.  Larry and Tracy have spent a great deal of time researching and in consult with the Auditor’s and with the Dept. of Revenue.  It was determined the appropriate way to dispense funds would be for the City to purchase the permit for the Maryhill Loops rental.  Another issue is that some of the $6000.00 was part of a donation by PSE.  PSE did not specify how to utilize their funds.  With all this information, the state has determined it best that the City purchase the permit, upon receiving confirmation from PSE that its donation can be used in this fashion.

A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Balcom to authorize payment to Maryhill Museum for the rental of the Maryhill Loops road area for the Festival of Speed, in the amount of $6000.00 contingent upon PSE approval.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

Health

REPORT OF MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR & COUNCILMEMBERS: 
City Administrator:  Mr. Bellamy presented a memo to Council outlining the various activities at City Hall.  He also reviewed a schedule of meetings upcoming – they are as follows:  EDC is Wednesday at 6:00 p.m., on Thursday the 24th the Pool Board is at 2:00, Comp Plan Update at 5:00,  and Planning Commission at 6:00.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Jerry Ream, 802 E Court presented pictures of the most recent helicopter landing and requested that the City not let this situation with Life Flight linger.  He requested a timeline for action.


John Bostick, 722 Main stated Council needs to request and receive a firm plan of action, including dates, for ingress/egress of landing site.  The situation has continued for far too long.  There are too many things that can go wrong with the current landing situation and a resolution should be demanded.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to adjourn the regular meeting of Council.  Motion Carried Unanimously.








____________________________








Arletta Parton








Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Tracy Hansen

Clerk-Treasurer

