CITY OF GOLDENDALE

GOLDENDALE, WASHINGTON

REGULAR MEETING

July 7, 2008

Mayor Arletta Parton called the regular session the Goldendale City Council to order on Monday, July 7, 2008 at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers.

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL:

MAYOR:


Arletta Parton

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:


Joe Abbott


Steve Johnston


Tom Cuff


Mike Montanye


Gary Hoctor


Mable Eaton


Jerry Balcom

STAFF PRESENT:


Keith Grundei, Public Works Director


Rick Johnson, Public Safety Director


Larry Bellamy, City Administrator
Tracy Hansen, City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA:
A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Hoctor to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of the minutes of the regular council meeting of June 16, 2008; special meeting minutes of June 23, 3008 and claims warrants 26410-26468 in the amount of $339,688.47. Payroll for period ending June 15th will be available for review at the next council meeting.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:



Public Safety Director Johnson

-- Fire Department


The department responded to fires started by a lightning storm just off Pipeline Rd and hill South of Foster Loop.  There was one vehicle damaged, not badly just cosmetic.  Also, one volunteer firefighter was taken to Portland for care.


--Police Department


Community Days seemed to be a well-attended event.  There were a few issues with the parade time and miscommunication on putting up barricades, otherwise no big problems.  


The 4th of July produced fewer calls overall but did result in 3-times as many confiscations of illegal fireworks than prior years.  


In the current year budget, the Police Dept had approval for replacing 2 vehicles.  The City has the opportunity to purchase two Ford Expeditions with low mileage, for $3600.00 each.  The vehicles are equipped with the exception of radios.  The Chief noted he did some calculations on the fuel cost on the Expeditions vs. purchasing Crown Victoria’s, the other option for a police vehicle.  The difference would be approximately $500.00 yearly and the Crown Victoria’s have in excess of 60K – 70K miles on them.  It was also noted that 3 of our current Crown Vic’s will be taken to surplus in the fall.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Hoctor to purchase from the City of Portland, two Ford Expeditions, at a cost of $3600.00 each.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

Public Works Director Grundei  

The new hire, replacing Dennis Huxley, will begin work on July 16th.  His name is Frank Berry and he appears to be a good fit for the City.

Cascade Equipment will be mobilizing and could begin breaking ground as soon as next week on the E Collins Water Main Project.

Leaks in the mountains have been repaired.


Mayor Parton

Mayor Parton read a statement to council regarding the need for a workload assessment for City Administration.  She requested that council meeting July 10, 2008 for a special meeting to discuss this issue.

Concurrence of Council was given to hold a special meeting on July 10th at 6:00 p.m.

COUNCIL BUSINESS:

Interlocal Agreement – STP traded dollars


The Interlocal Agreement – STP Traded Dollars between Klickitat County, city of Bingen, City of White Salmon, and City of Goldendale has expired.  Klickitat County is requesting a new agreement to cover STP funds allocated under the 2005-2009 TEA 21 program be signed by all four agencies.  It is the request of City Administration that the agreement be signed and approved.  Review of the information is provided in Council packets.

A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to authorize the Mayor to execute an Interlocal Agreement between Klickitat County, City of Bingen, City of White Salmon and City of Goldendale.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

Councilmember Cuff asked about the car tax and when we would implement the tax.  Discussion followed on the necessary information needed by Council.  Councilmember Johnston added that due to the extreme amount of dollars needed to repair streets, as a City we need to carefully review our budget options this year.  


Discussion on the Code Enforcement process followed with comments from Council addressing the need for an Ordinance that has some “teeth.”  It was noted that many lessons have been learned in the last year and the existing ordinance is not necessarily a bad one, but it might need some minor adjustment.  Clerk Hansen referenced ordinances used by the City of Pasco that appear to be working and thought maybe the existing City of Goldendale ordinance could simply be amended to include wording that allows for more hands on enforcement.  Clerk Hansen stated she would get the information for Council prior to next meeting.


Questions were asked of City Administrator Larry Bellamy about the meeting he and Mayor Parton were to have with JT Halverson on the easement and vacation on the High Street property.  Mr. Bellamy informed council that he had spoken to Mr. Halverson at a time when Mayor Parton was out of the office.  He requested Mr. Halverson submit complete, engineered plans that outline his request.  Upon the submittal, Mr. Bellamy would set up a meeting between Halverson, Mayor Parton, and himself. 


Requested information on the Railroad Property was asked for.  Mr. Bellamy told council that meetings had taken place and that with information received an executive session would be necessary with council.  The executive session is set for the July 21st meeting, beginning at 6:00.

Health

REPORT OF MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR & COUNCILMEMBERS: 
City Administrator:  Mr. Bellamy presented a memo to council on the activities currently being handled by administration.  Many of the issues/activities listed were previously discussed under Council business.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to adjourn the regular meeting of Council.  Motion Carried Unanimously.








____________________________








Arletta Parton








Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Tracy Hansen

Clerk-Treasurer

