CITY OF GOLDENDALE

GOLDENDALE, WASHINGTON

REGULAR MEETING

December 18, 2006
The Regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council was called to order by Mayor Mark Sigfrinius on Monday, December 18, 2006 at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers.

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL:

MAYOR:


Mark Sigfrinius
COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:


Mike Montanye

Gary Hoctor

Tom Cuff


Joe Abbott

Steve Johnston

Mable Eaton


Marty Dixon

STAFF PRESENT:

Larry Bellamy, City Administrator
Tracy Hansen, City Clerk
Rick Johnson, Chief GPD
Dave Griffin, PW Director
CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to approve the consent agenda consisting of the minutes for December 4, 2006, Claims Warrants #24401-24444 in the amount of $41,079.77, and Payroll Warrants #25736-25787 in the amount of $52,094.56 for Payroll ending November 30, 2006.   Motion Carried Unanimously.
PRESENTATIONS:


Vista Subdivision

City Administrator Larry Bellamy reviewed with Council the findings of fact, conclusion of law, and determinations of the Planning Commission on the Vista Subdivision.  A couple of particular items were noted by Mr. Bellamy including there would be no on-street parking, all utilities would be underground, and the addressing of homes would be reviewed very carefully.


Dev Bell, Engineer with Bell Designs addressed Council on the different phases of the project and what factors will determine how quickly the phases of planning and developing continue.  The most obvious consideration will be economics.  Phase 1 will consist of 40 lots, and 2 streets.  The design does include a Storm Water plan however, that plan is not complete yet on the entire project, only phase 1.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:


PW Director Dave Griffin reviewed with Council a number of issues he and his crew had been working on.  Among those issues were potholes throughout town have been filled, sign changes on Court have been made, quotes on the new mower will be on the January 16th Council agenda, Rod Kiser of The Dalles has been hired to replace the position vacated by Ron Packwood and will begin work on January 2, 2007, new sewer line has been installed at the 100 block of W. Darland.


Mr. Griffin presented a quote from Granich Engineered Products, Inc for repair work on the lift station at the WWTP.  Total cost including tax is not to exceed $9,000.00.  Consensus was given to proceed with the repairs.


East Collins Water/Sewer Project has hit a snag.  A Cultural Resource Review is required now for all digging of ground previously to have been tagged as a Cultural Resource area.  In 1860 historical pieces were found in the NW area of East Collins therefore, before any work can proceed the Resource Review must be completed.  Mr. Griffin stated he is working with an individual to obtain waivers on the City of Goldendale that would allow for work to move forward without the necessity of cost of an on site inspector in Cultural Resource.  Mr. Griffin noted he would keep Council apprised of the situation.

Due to a variety of issues both at the shop and with the billing office it has been determined that bulk water has not been billed correctly.  The meter has been replaced/repaired and the office now has proper numbers to work with, so Mr. Griffin has requested we wait on changing bulk water costs until we see what difference is made with all areas functioning properly.


Lastly, Mr. Griffin addressed a number of issues raised at the December 4th meeting.  Those issues involved the Hwy 97 sign, 3rd & King signs, and the stop signs by the Pool.  Also, he told Council that the WRIA is starting up again and he will be attending meetings.


Police Chief Rick Johnson updated Council on his meetings with the Civil Service Commission.  The position of Chief has been appointed to review payroll as the approving authority on behalf of the Commission; and further, the Commission has requested he work with them on a complete revision of the Civil Service Rules, Policy, and Procedures.


Chief Johnson talked with Council about the situation he and his officer’s are in regarding vehicles.  Currently the City is waiting for compensation on the Police car of Officer Berkshire’s that was wrecked by a tow truck, and Officer Dyment’s vehicle blew up do to a “bad” oil leak.  He has activated two of the reserve cars, but the City needs to review its “recycling” program and get some reserves put away so cars can be cycled as necessary.  Chief Johnson noted he had spoken with Mr. Bellamy about a lease program for some new vehicles, and will continue to explore all options available.


At the December 4th meeting a number of issues were raised and on the Chief’s list were barking dog complaints.  He noted that based on calls received all issues had been addressed but no call of a barking dog had come in over the past couple of months.  Chief told Council they need to let the public know that a complaint needs to be made to the Police Department not Council.  The issue cannot be addressed after the fact; it needs to be handled while the dog is doing the barking.


Lastly, it was requested that he review the parking on the sidewalk off of Broadway behind the businesses located there.  Chief stated he has spoken with all parties involved and a resolution to the issues is being worked out.

COUNCIL BUSINESS:

Cal Jordan Planning Contract for planning services to include the Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinances and Subdivision Ordinance review and update.

A Motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Dixon to authorize the Mayor to execute the contract for Planning Services with Calvin Jordan Associates for Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinances and Subdivision Ordinance review and update in the amount of $10,600.00 with corrections to mailing address and spelling.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


Cabaret License A license renewal request has been submitted by Angelo’s Pizza, Ayutla’s and Top Hat Tavern.  Each of these establishments requests the approval for the 2007 year but the right to purchase quarterly.  Along with these requests is the memo from Chief Johnson stating they have no issues with the permits being renewed for 2007.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Dixon to authorize the renewal of the 2006 for year 2007 Cabaret Licenses for each Angelo’s Pizza, Ayutla’s, and Top Hat Tavern; and further, to allow for purchase of license on a quarterly basis.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


Golden Event Planning   The renewal contract for Golden Event Planning is the same as last year with the exception of a request to increase the contract amount from $30,000.00 to $36,000.00.


Councilmember Cuff requested this item be tabled pending a tax chart that validates the tax increase is sufficient to increase the contract amount, based on activity in the City.

A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Montanye to table Golden Event Planning contract to the January 2, 2007 meeting, pending tax information.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


Vista Subdivision    It was requested by City Administrator Larry Bellamy that the Vista Subdivision be approved based on the Finding of Facts, Conclusions of Law, and earlier Presentation by Bell Design.  


Councilmember Hoctor requested clarification on the curb and sidewalk issue.  It appears that there is a contradiction between the Findings and the Conclusions.  Dev Bell with Bell Design also requested that the issue be clarified because the curbing would make a difference to them as it was something they had not planned on.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Dixon to approve the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow the Vista Subdivision, with a request that the final Finding of Facts and Conclusions of Law on the curbing issue match.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


RESOLUTIONS:



Non-Represented Employee Retro Compensation    This resolution is required to allow the City to determine compensation for non-represented employees subsequent to December 31, 2006 and after the wages likely to be paid union–represented employees becomes better known through the negotiation process.
A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Abbott to adopt Resolution No. 504 relating to personnel and compensation providing that 2007 compensation for non-represented personnel shall be determined subsequent to the completion of negotiations with union represented employees and made retroactive to January 1, 2007.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

ORDINANCES:


Disorderly Conduct Ordinance  The proposed ordinance repeals ordinance 1357 passed at the last council meeting.  After further review and consultation wit the City Attorney it was recommended that some changes be made.  Subsection A, F, I, J, K, L, and M were deleted.  The new sections B, C, D and E were amended.  


Chief Johnson spoke to the variety of reasons for further review noting that the article in The Goldendale Sentinel, in the manner it was written, allowed for some misconceptions.  The Chief again, reviewed how and why the ordinance is necessary for the protection of everyone in the City.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Abbott move to adopt the proposed Disorderly Conduct Ordinance for its first reading.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


2007 Budget    City Administrator Larry Bellamy reviewed the 2007 Budget noting there are no changes from the first reading.


Councilmember Montanye noted he had questions regarding the wage schedule and requested that council discuss the particular issue of the Clerk Treasurer wage in executive session, as it is a personnel discussion.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Hoctor to table the 2007 Budget until the executive session discussions can be held.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

Health
REPORT OF MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR & COUNCILMEMBERS: 
Mayor Sigfrinius  Informed Council that L. Eugene Hanson had been selected by a committee to be the interim City Prosecutor pending final arrangements for a contract with Mr. Hanson.  The contract will be ready for review at the January 16, 2007 Council Meeting.

Councilmember Cuff:    Wanted to know why Code Enforcement on the Verellen property wasn’t proceeding.  Clerk/Treasurer Tracy Hansen spoke on the efforts being made to locate person(s) who the City could serve with notice.  The process has been very difficult with IRS implications, deceased family members being part of the estate, and inability to locate someone of the Verellen family to deal with.  Councilmember Cuff and Clerk/Treasurer Hansen exchanged opinions on the ability to enforce, and efforts made by City employees to get this situation resolved.
Councilmember Montanye:  Voiced concern on the situation at the bridge on Pipeline Rd. and what may happen if weather conditions continue through the winter.  He felt the 
City needs to address the possibility of the bridge being damaged if enough water rushes through due to flooding.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Hoctor to extend the Council meeting past 9:00 p.m.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

City Administrator Bellamy:     Reviewed items on the list of December 4th not already addressed by PW Director Griffin and Chief Johnson.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Lori Carr, Goldendale, WA   Thanked Council and Mayor for their efforts in reviewing and revising the Disorderly Conduct Ordinance.  She felt this one has better language, however is still somewhat concerned with the verbiage being vague and open to interpretation.


Jerry Abbott, Goldendale, WA  Requested the Chief define circumstances that are likely to cause an assault, riot, or situation where Police will need to step in.  It was his opinion that one cannot know what might “set off” someone and therefore create a situation.  


The Chief tried to explain that in any case you need a victim and one who is willing to file a complaint, following through to trial if necessary and that is often the defining point.  Mr. Abbott said he was not convinced that this ordinance was necessary.


Ken McKune, Goldendale, WA    Made a statement that one item pertaining to what can happen on a sidewalk children or adults is trumped by Mother Nature.

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Abbott to adjourn to executive session at 9:20 p.m. for the purpose of union negotiation and personnel discussion for 20 minutes.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

Council reconvened at 9:45p.m. from executive session with no decisions made.
ORDINANCE:

A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Montanye to adopt Ordinance No. 1358 being the 2007 budget as prepared.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to adjourn the December 18, 2006, Council meeting at 9:45 p.m.  Motion Carried Unanimously.








_________________________
ATTEST:






Mark Sigfrinius









Mayor

____________________________

Tracy Hansen

Clerk-Treasurer
