CITY OF GOLDENDALE

GOLDENDALE, WASHINGTON

REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 4, 2006

The Regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council was called to order by Mayor Mark Sigfrinius on Monday, December 4, 2006 at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers.

ROLL CALL:

MAYOR


Mark Sigfrinius

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:

Mike Montanye


Mable Eaton


Marty Dixon


Gary Hoctor


Steve Johnston

Tom Cuff

COUNCILMEMBER ABSENT:

Joe Abbott

STAFF PRESENT:

Larry Bellamy, City Administrator


Rick Johnson, Police Chief


Patricia Shamek, Administrative Assistant

COUNCILMEMBER EXCUSED:


MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER MONTANYE, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER DIXON TO EXCUSE COUNCILMEMBER ABBOTT.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

CHANGE OF AGENDA:


MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER MONTANYE, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HOCTOR T0 CHANGE THE AGENDA TO INCLUDE A DISCUSSION OF THE DOWNTOWN BUILDINGS DESTROYED BY FIRE.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
PUBLIC HEARING:


2007 Budget:


Mayor Sigfrinius opened the public hearing on the 2007  Budget at 7:03 PM.

Mr. Bellamy stated this is the 2nd of 2 hearings on the 2007 Budget.  The November 20th public hearing had a $216,700 deficit however, after council input and department meeting the budget is now balanced.


Mayor Sigfrinius asked for public comment.  There being no public comment, the public hearing was closed at 7:10.

CONSENT AGENDA:

MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER MONTANYE, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HOCTOR TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA CONSISTING OF THE MINUTES OF  NOVEMBER 20, 2006, CLAIMS WARRANTS #24358-24397 IN THE AMOUNT OF $130,020.05 AND PAYROLL WARRANTS #25636-25685 IN THE AMOUNT OF $79,608.38 FOR PAYROLL NOVEMBER 1, 2006- NOVEMBER 15, 2006.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:


Police Department:


Police Chief Johnson said he is officially moved to Goldendale except for a few animals.  
           He has been selected as Chair of the WASPC Technology Committee, but they are looking for a co-chair to assist him.  

He spoke to 20-25 members of the Chamber of Commerce today.  It was a very nice meeting.

COUNCIL BUSINESS:


Set Vista Subdivision Public Hearing


MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSTON, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER DIXON TO SET THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE VISTA SUBDIVISION PHASE I FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2006 AT 7:00 PM.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.


Downtown Fire Issue:


Fred McClaskey, Heidi Ruff, Chuck Rice, Jim Farrer and Pat Farrer were present to discuss the demolition of the buildings downtown.


Mr. Bellamy presented the following memo:

Clean up and/or demolition of the fire damage to the building at 107/109/111 W. Main has taken some complicating turns.  Below are the issues or facts need to be considered before the City begins to take action.

1. The above three addresses appear to have been originally built as one building and later separated into three different business spaces.

2. The fire occurred on October 2, 2006

3. The fire investigation report was submitted on October 9, 2006.  The investigation report remains part of an ongoing criminal investigation.  It does appear the fire started in rear portion of the 2nd Time Around store at 109 W. Main.

4. Structural Report by the insurance company for the McClaskey and Doyle buildings were completed on October 13, 2006 and copied to the City of Goldendale on about October 20, 2006.  The structural reports are very clear that the party walls between the three businesses that we hit the hardest are  unstable.  The ceiling joists, which burned up in the fire, were the primary support for the two party walls.  If all three buildings and party walls were to be demolished at the same time, then the reinforcement requirement or the temporary lateral bracing would not be at issue.  If, however, the two businesses who have insurance spend the money to produce engineering analysis that shows how the party walls will be secured and their respective areas safe from falling bricks or walls, they may not have enough insurance proceeds to finish the clean up.  Engineering for demolition of the north and south walls would be at issue, as well.

5. The first city-sponsored facilitation meeting was held on November 1, 2006.  Those in attendance included Karen Henslee, Russ Miller, Robert and Melissa Whalley, Dennis Goodrich, Dale Ferchaud, Dave Telford, Chuck Rice, Heidi Ruff, James Farrer, Andy O’Connor and myself.  At this meeting, the current situation was outlined and each of the parties had an opportunity to share the status of the clean up.  It appeared that everyone, but the 2nd Time Around building had property insurance and it appeared that both the Oldies but Goodies store and the Goody’s store have limited insurance proceeds.  It also appeared that the only solution was demolition.  The best approach, of course, is for all three businesses to work with a local contractor and demolish the buildings themselves. 

6. As far as I can tell the parties affected by the fire include the following:

a. Margaret Doyle is the owner of the west portion of the former Larsen Building, Robert and Melissa Whalley, want to start a business in  this building

b. Dennis Goodrich is the business and property owner of Goody’s

c. 2nd Time Around (business owner is Dale Ferchaud, the property owner and mortgage holder is Dave Telford.  Jason Bill has a vendee interest in a contract for sale).

d. Oldies but Goodies (business owner is Dennis Goodrich and the property owner in McClaskey LLC, principal owner is Fred McClaskey and the local representative is Heidi Ruff

e. The Art Gallery in the former Sletten building is owned by James Farrer 

7. The second meeting was held on November 15, 2006.  Those in attendance were Dale Ferchaud, Dennis Goodrich, Fred McClaskey, Heidi Ruff, Tom and Debbie Svendsen (owners of the Sentinel building).  Dale Ferchaud shared with the group that he had a potential buyer for all three properties, but that the possibility had recently fallen through.  Dennis Goodrich and Fred McClaskey each restated that they had enough money available for demolition, only if Dale Ferchaud could come up with his share and only if all three buildings could be demolished at one time.  It became apparent at the end of the meeting that none of the parties associated with the 2nd Time Around had any money to contribute to the demolition.

8. If the parties cannot agree on there own to demolish the building City may have no choice but to start the nuisance abatement process under the City’s own ordinance.  We would also begin a common law nuisance abatement process under the relevant State of Washington codes.  I have contacted our attorney regarding the process to use and will be updating the council on the process.

9. Should the City end up cleaning up the properties, the expense could be large, but the City could wind up owning and/or selling the properties to recover our expenses.  One concern, however, is that the costs of demolition may exceed the value of the properties.  Additional collection efforts may be required if the City cannot recover all of its expenses through the sale of the properties.

Fred McClaskey, Leavenworth said that two of the three businesses have contractors ready to demolish and clean up the burned buildings.  He is afraid children will crawl in them and get hurt besides the fact they are an eye sore to the downtown area.  He has offered to purchase the interest of the mortgage holder on the third building but was not taken up on the offer.  He understands the City’s need to meet legal requirements but is not willing to wait 6 months.  He wants pressure put on Mr. Telford to step up to the plate.
Councilmember Johnston believes the City is being held hostage by the party not willing to clean up his property when the other business owners are ready to start.  He has seen Mr. and Mrs. Farrer working on restoring their building and sees the responsibility of Mr. McClaskey and Mr. Goodrich.  He recommends starting the abatement process if it won’t hurt Mr. McClaskey and Mr. Goodrich.  He recognizes the alley can not be opened because of the unstable walls.
After much discussion it was the consensus of the council to issue the demolition permits to those business owners ready to proceed.  Mr. Bellamy asked to have until 11:00 AM to confer with legal counsel.
ORDINANCES:

2007 Budget:



Councilmember Cuff asked about the request for personnel for 2007.  Public works will replace the position vacated by Ron Packwood but will not fill Greg Watson’s position.  Tom Fitzgibbon will go to 80% for public works and 20% for animal control.  Animal control will now be more complaint driven than patrol.  This portion of the budget will be reviewed in April to see if a seasonal park person can be hired.  The police department will not fill it’s 10th officer position.  They will review their possibilities in April or May.


Other items to be considered are: (1) keeping the prisoners in the Klickitat County Jail, although we do have a contract with Toppenish, (2) raising the bulk rate for commercial ventures,  and (3) transferring funds from the General Fund to City Streets for the 2007 payment for East Collins.


MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER HOCTOR, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSTON TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED 2007 BUDGET ORDINANCE FOR ITS FIRST READING.

Disorderly Conduct



Police Chief Rick Johnson reviewed the proposed Disorderly Conduct ordinance.  

MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER HOCTOR, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSTON TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 1357 BEING THE DISORDERLY CONDUCT AND WAIVE THE SECOND READING.  

Ken McKune asked if intruded into private lives and was reassured by Police Chief Johnson that it would not.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS:

Councilmember Johnston inquired about the pothole at the corner of Pipeline and 3rd Street and wants to start on a rate increase discussion especially for larger meters.

Councilmember Dixon talked about the sidewalks not being cleaned off.


Councilmember Montanye suggested getting the new mower and putting a blade on it to clean sidewalks.


Councilmember Cuff said the city has opted to not enforce, but reconsider this as the sidewalks are icy.  He requested the water bills have the following message: You are responsible for sidewalks on your property”.  He also asked about the new cable company, when their representative was coming to council and why they no longer televise the council meetings.


Councilmember Montanye wants to know where we are on the court fines and getting mandatory garbage going.  Other items that need to be addressed are:  house and street names and numbers, the RV Park on Observatory Hill, the Observatory Hill subdivision, doubling fines on dog barking for subsequent visits, and there is a dog that has been barking on West Allyn which has been called in numerous times.  Also he wants to know what happened to the “Welcome to Goldendale” sign for Simcoe.

Councilmember Hoctor said the sign for Highway 97 says State Route rather than US Highway.  


The council had the following concerns:  having the traffic safety committee meet to discuss a free right turn on 3rd and King, getting the fork lift off the sidewalk on East Broadway, the issue of the helicopter landing on East Allyn for the hospital.  


Chief Johnson said the FAA and the police department have looked into the blocking of East Allyn for these emergency situations and are not opposed to it.  However WCIA recommends not sending the police to shut the road, but they are the ones with the authority to do so.


Councilmember Johnston reported there are stop signs on NW 2nd that should be removed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER MONTANYE, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HOCTOR TO HAVE AN EXECUTIVE SESSION ON UNION NEGOTIATIONS.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   Council went into executive session at 8:30 PM and returned at 9:20 PM,


ADJOURNMENT:


MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER HOCTOR,  SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER MONTANYE  TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.








_____________________________








Mark Sigfrinius








Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________

Tracy Hansen

Clerk-Treasurer


